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have been confirmed in follow-up studies.4-6 The great
appeal of occupational mortality studies is that occupa-
tional morbidity and mortality are theoretically prevent-
able. The following are occupational mortality problems
uncovered by this study: increased lung cancer in cop-
per smelter workers,4 increased pancreatic cancer and
multiple myeloma in workers at a nuclear facility5 and
increased mortality due to emphysema, leukemia and
lymphoma in aluminum reduction plant workers.6
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and

Health (NIOSH) supported some of this work and is
encouraging and supporting this activity in other states.

Especially important to the vital records studies is
the information provided by the physicians, such as
cause of death, complications of pregnancy and descrip-
tions of congenital defects. We would therefore encour-
age physicians to be as specific and complete as possible
in furnishing vital records information. It takes nearly

as long to write "multiple congenital defects" as to list
the major defects seen.

Vital records will have an increasingly important role
in the future as a source of information for chronic
disease studies. These studies will be only as good as
the information provided on vital records by the people
who fill them out.
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Results of a five-year plus follow-up of 768 men wit/h coronary artery disease randomly assigned
to receive a coronary artery bypass operation, or nzot, are reported by a European collabora-
tive group. Criteria for surgical selection (such as three-vessel disease or stenosis of proximal
third of the left anterior descending artery as part of two-vessel disease) or for medical regi-
mens are evaluated.
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